
Did You Know….? 

 

The For the People Act (S.R. 1) is the most significant democracy reform bill in a 

generation and would eliminate many of the barriers to voting that are being 

proposed in NC and many other states.  S.R. 1 would, among many other things: 

o Make voter registration easier 

o Mandate at least 2 weeks of early voting 

o Eliminate photo ID for voting 

o Limit purging eligible voters from the rolls 

o Restore voting rights upon release from prison 

o Make Election Day a federal holiday 

o Allow states to establish independent, nonpartisan redistricting 

commissions in future election cycles 

The John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act (S.R. 4) would restore the full 

power of and strengthen the Voting Rights Act of 1965.  The Supreme Court 

decision in Shelby vs. Holder in 2013 gutted the Voting Rights Act and opened the 

door for states across the country to enact voter suppression laws.  S.R. 4 would, 

among other things: 

o Prevent racial discrimination in voting 

o Set new criteria for states with histories of voter suppression 

o Allow courts to block discriminatory election policies 

Both S.R. 1 and S.R. 4 are needed to protect and strengthen our democracy and 

stop the racist attacks against the voting rights of people of color, low-income 

people, and young people.  Both bills are currently in the U.S. Senate and need  

our voices and our action to get the Senate to do their job - pass S.R. 1 and S. R. 4! 

 

 

Information from Democracy NC and the Transformative Justice Coalition  

 

 



Did You Know….about redistricting, gerrymandering, and why 

all of us need to be involved? 

 

What is redistricting? 

Redistricting is the process of redrawing political maps every ten years, based on 

new census data.  Redistricting is done at the local level by the city council, the 

board of county commissioners and the board of education, with the help of 

attorneys or redistricting experts.  The NC General Assembly draws the maps for 

the state’s legislative and congressional (federal) districts. 

So, what. Why should I care? 

The districts that are drawn this year will impact our lives and our communities 

for the next 10 years. 

Historically, redistricting in NC has been controversial. Both Democrats and 

Republicans have drawn maps that give the advantage to their party. However, 

since 2010, when Republican lawmakers took over, there has been a pattern of 

inequity in the NC redistricting process that has had a disproportionately negative 

impact on communities of color. Districts have been gerrymandered (drawn in a 

way that favors one political party) so that it’s hard to elect people who truly 

represent us and our communities. This has led to racist and discriminatory voter 

suppression laws and a refusal to pass laws that our communities need, like 

Medicaid expansion, increasing the minimum wage and higher teacher pay, and 

many other issues that we care about and that affect us, our families, and our 

communities. 

What can I do? 

Redistricting has already started in NC. Do your research! Groups like Common 

Cause, Democracy NC, NC Black Alliance, and NC Counts Coalition provide 

nonpartisan information. Learn more about what’s going on. Attend the public 

hearing in Charlotte on September 22, 3pm, at CPCC,  Harris Conference Center, 

3216 CPCC Harris Campus Drive, Charlotte, 28208. Unfortunately, you cannot 

submit testimony virtually. 


