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 *Vision: “The Future Antioch” 
Exercising Faith, Growing with God 

 
 
 
  
  

  
  
 

 

 

 

CDs OF TODAY’S SERVICE  
are available immediately after service for $5.00 at the soundboard in the back of the sanctuary. 

*Not the actual rendering 

  

 

MISSION STATEMENT: “HELPING PERSONS REALIZE GOD’S INTENT FOR THEIR LIVES.” 
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2019 
10:00 A.M.  

 

Order of  Service 
Thanking God for All He Has Done! 

 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
 

PRAISE & WORSHIP 
 

WELCOME 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT EMPHASIS 
************** 

 

INTRODUCTION TO A SERIES OF SERMONS 

♦LIFE LESSONS LEARNED IN 2019♦ 
 

Minister Nannie Deese  
“Trust Him” Proverbs 3:5 (NIV) 

 

Minister Rongelynn Brown 
“Love the Word You Seek, Live the Word You Love” Proverbs 8:17 (NKJV) 

 
*************** 

GIVING OF TITHES & OFFERINGS 
 

*************** 

Reverend Stephanie Henderson 
“The Battle Is Not Yours”  2 Corinthians 20:15, Psalm 46:10 (NIV) 

 

Minister Fred Watson 
“My Job Is Not Done”  Matthew 9:35-38 (KJV) 

 

CALL TO CHRIST & HIS CHURCH 
 

ALTAR PRAISE 
 

BENEDICTION 
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 KEEP CLOSE TO OUR HEARTS IN PRAYER 
  

SICK, SHUT-IN & OTHER   
Mr. Ernest Nick, husband of Ann Nick  Mrs. Phoebe Agurs   Min. D’Andrea Gilliam  
Mrs. Sylvia Blount, sister of Constance Finch Mr. Carl Clyburn    Mrs. Ella McCrae 
Mr. Donnell Stradford, son of Deacon/Deaconess Will & Eunice Stradford 
HOSPITAL 
Deacon Louise Robinson, Peake Resources 
BEREAVEMENT IN THE RECENT LOSS OF LOVED ONES 
*Mrs. Barbara Holloway and family are bereaved by the passing of her niece, Ms. LaRhonda “Peaches”  
  Cathcart. Homegoing service was at The Spirit of the Word Church on Saturday, Dec. 28. 
*Deacon Cedric Jackson is bereaved by the passing of the brother of his good friend, Mr. Gary Williams 
  in NJ. Homegoing service was Friday in NJ. 
*Mrs. Carrie Hemphill and family          *Mr. Eddie Beckham, Mr. Thomas Beckham and family  
*Mrs. Nancy Lyles and family          *Sisters Polly C Pringle and Lorraine Roberson and family 
*Ms. Verna Cunningham and family         *Mrs. Eunice Stradford and family  
*John & Anita Grier, Ernest & Ann Nick, Donna Kibambe, and the Young family  
*Mrs. Ann Sinclair and family   
 

Remember to pray for those you know about and those you don’t know about. 
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Meaning & Symbolism of the Advent Candles 
   Advent candles shine brightly in the midst of darkness, symbolizing and reminding us that Jesus 
came as Light into our dark world. The candles are often set in a circular Advent wreath. The most 
common Advent candle tradition, involves four candles around the wreath. A new candle is lit on 
each of the four Sundays before Christmas. Each candle represents something different, and a fifth 
white candle, placed in the middle is lit on Christmas Day to celebrate Jesus’ birth. 
The first candle symbolizes hope and is called the "Prophet’s Candle." The prophets of the Old  
   Testament, especially Isaiah, waited in hope for the Messiah’s arrival. 
The second candle represents faith and is called "Bethlehem’s Candle." Micah had foretold that the 

Messiah would be born in Bethlehem, which is also the birthplace of King David. 
The third candle symbolizes joy and is called the "Shepherd’s Candle." To the shepherd’s great joy, 

the angels announced that Jesus came for humble, unimportant people like them, too. In liturgy, 
the color rose signifies joy. 

The fourth candle represents peace and is called the "Angel’s Candle." The angels announced that 
Jesus came to bring peace--He came to bring people close to God and to each other again. 

The fifth candle represents light and purity and is called 
"Christ’s candle." It is placed in the middle and is lit on    
Christmas Day. 

Jesus Christ is born! Jesus Christ is here! He came with a  
purpose: forgiveness of our sins! To teach us how to live  
Christ-like lives while on earth, and have eternal life in heaven. 
We should be learning these life lessons everyday of our lives. 
What did you learn in 2019 that will help you keep on pushing 
in 2020? 
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DECEMBER 29, 2019 
 

A SERIES OF SERMONS: LIFE LESSONS LEARNED IN 2019 
 

Minister Nannie Deese 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Minister Rongelynn Brown 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

Reverend Stephanie Henderson 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Minister Fred Watson 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
  Week of December 29, 2019 

  
LET YOUR NEW YEAR’S EVE MEAN  SOMETHING THIS YEAR 

Date: Wed, 1862-12-31. *On This date in 1862 the 
first Watch Night Services were celebrated in black 
communities in America. The Watch Night service 
can be traced back to gatherings also known as 
“Freedom’s Eve.” On that night, black slaves and free 
blacks came together in churches and private homes 
awaiting news that the Emancipation Proclamation 
actually had become law. At the stroke of midnight, 
January 1, 1863, all slaves in the Confederate States 
were declared legally free. When the news was  
received, there were prayers, shouts and songs of joy 
as many people fell to their knees and thanked God. 
Blacks have gathered in churches annually on New 
Year’s Eve ever since, praising God for bringing us 
safely through another year. This celebration takes 
many African American descendants of slaves into a 
new year with praise and worship.  
     In America, we feast on the foods of our forebears: 
“Black-eyed peas represent coin money and collards symbolize the greenbacks we hope the next year will 
bring us,” said Dr. Joanne Braxton, founder of the Middle Passage Project at the College of William and 
Mary. “We learn these things not from books, but from our mothers’ knees. It’s a way of keeping in touch 
with those who have gone before us.”  For a people largely held in bondage, freedom is a powerful idea 
— and that's what the Watch Night tradition embodies.  As Watch Night is deeply rooted in the history of 
blacks in America, it's especially relevant at a time when the community is still struggling.  
Source: Huffington Post and NPR online 

*H2K is sponsoring an undergarments drive to support our neighbors at The Learning  
Collaborative by collecting NEW boys and girls socks and undergarments in sizes 2T—5T. 
According to the school, there is an urgent need for sized 2T garments. Boxes are in the  
fellowship hall for donations throughout November and December. Our youth will be solicited 
to help sort items before delivering them to the school. Please join this effort to be a blessing 
to our neighbors!! 

**H2K will recognize the achievements of our youth on the second Sunday in January. If your child has 
been honored or recognized (scholarships, team tryouts, leadership, etc.), we want to know. These  
recognitions do not have to be school related (girl scouts, little league sports, etc.). Please let us know by 
Tuesday, Jan. 7, 2020 at Ebonie.Moore@aol.com, PrettyInPnk1908@aol.com,  or text 704-458-1873. 
ATTENTION MINISTRY LEADERS!! Please make sure that any meetings, events, etc., that you plan to 
hold at Antioch are listed on the church calendar. This is so the custodian will know when to have the 
church opened. If your event is not listed, the church will not be unlocked. If you have any questions or 
concerns, please see a member of the Trustee board. Thank You.  
5th SUNDAY DEACONS FELLOWSHIP for 3rd and 4th Sunday deacons will be today immediately after 
service in the Fellowship Hall. 
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The SixThirty ShakeUp Ministry will be 
collecting professional clothes for both men 
and women to help Johnson C. Smith  
University with their Professional Clothes 
Closet throughout the months of December 
and January, All shapes and sizes are  
needed. Preferably dry cleaned. A drop off 
bin will be placed in the Fellowship Hall. If 
you would like to help but do not have any 
clothes to contribute, a $10 donation is  
welcomed for the purchase of additional 
items.”  

 
Join the  

SixThrity ShakeUp Ministry 
for the monthly  worship  
service this  Saturday,  
January 4 at 6:30pm.  

Our guest worship leader  
will be Edwin Golson of  

The Life Center Charlotte. 
 

 
 
LET’S TALK ABOUT IT!  Sharing your concerns and 
issues with an empathetic listener is one of the ways you 
can reduce stress, renew your hope, increase your  
wisdom, and gain spiritual strength? Rev. Stephanie 
enderson will provide pastoral and spiritual care by 
ppointment only. Each meeting will be 30–45 minutes and 
must be scheduled in advance. Call 704-332-4951 and 
leave your name and phone #.   
OUTREACH OPPORTUNITY:  Billingsville School Needs 
– Marble Composition books, Ziploc bags (all sizes), 
Clorox wipes, tissues, individually wrapped snacks and 
hand sanitizer. 
VILLAGE HEARTBEAT: a new Empowerment Challenge 
sponsored by the American Heart Association and Weigh 
Watchers, is a 12 week challenge to get ladies to lose 
Weight and eat healthier. The goal is to get 100 ladies per 
church to participate by signing up at  
Https://www.empowered toserve.org/en/empowered-and-
well. The Challenge begins in January. More information 
to come.  


