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 *Vision: “The Future Antioch” 
Exercising Faith, Growing with God 

 
 
 
  
  
  

  
 
 

 

 

 

  

CDs OF TODAY’S SERVICE  
are available immediately after service for $5.00 at the soundboard in the back of the sanctuary. 

*Not the actual rendering 

  

 

“HELPING PERSONS REALIZE GOD’S INTENT FOR THEIR LIVES” 

December 15, 2019 10am 

“JESUS’ NAME IS ABOVE ALL NAMES!”  

PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11 (CEB) 

DELIVERED BY  

PASTOR DONNIE R. GARRIS 
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December 15, 2019 

Order of Service 

 

 

Invocation 

Praise and Worship 

Selection….Adult Praise Dancers 

Welcome 

Tithes & Offerings w/Announcements 

Healthy Moment...Minister Regina Garris 

The Reading of Scripture 

Selection 

The Sermon 

The Call to Discipleship 

The Congregational Prayer 

The Benediction 

 

 

****************************************** 

 

 

Scripture:  Philippians 2:5-11 (CEB) 

 
READER:  
5
Adopt the attitude that was in Christ Jesus: 

6
Though he was in the form of God, he 

did not consider being equal with God something to exploit. 
7
But he emptied himself 

by taking the form of a slave and by becoming like human beings. 
 

CONGREGATION:  
When he found himself in the form of a human, 

8 
he humbled himself by becoming 

obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
9
Therefore, God highly 

honored him and gave him a name above all names,  
 
ALL TOGETHER: 

 

10
so that at the name of Jesus everyone in heaven, on earth, and under the earth 

might bow 
11 

and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father. 
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   KEEP CLOSE TO OUR HEARTS IN PRAYER 

  

SICK, SHUT-IN & OTHER 
Mr. Carl Clyburn  Mrs. Ella McCrae 
Mrs. Sylvia Blount, sister of Constance Finch 
HOSPITAL 
Mr. Ernest Nick, husband of Ann Nick, Novant 
BEREAVEMENT IN THE RECENT LOSS OF LOVED ONES 
*Mr. Eddie Beckham, Mr. Thomas Beckham and family are bereaved by the passing of their mother, Mrs.  
  Ella Beckham. Homegoing service will be Tues., Dec. 17 at Pleasant Hill Baptist Church (517 Baldwin  
  Ave.) with visitation at 11am and the service begins at 12pm. 
*Mrs. Nancy Lyles and family     *Sisters Polly C Pringle and Lorraine Roberson and family 
*Ms. Verna Cunningham and family    *Mrs. Eunice Stradford and family  
*John & Anita Grier, Ernest & Ann Nick, Donna Kibambe, and the Young family  
*Mrs. Ann Sinclair and family   
 

Remember to pray for those you know about and those you don’t know about. 
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ADVENT AND CHRISTIAN LIFE 

     Many Christians celebrate Advent not only by thanking God for Christ's first coming to Earth as a 
baby, but also for his presence among us today through the Holy Spirit, and in preparation and  
anticipation of his final coming at the end of time. While Advent is certainly a time of celebration and 
anticipation of Christ’s birth, it is more than that. It is only in the shadow of Advent that the miracle of 
Christmas can be fully understood and appreciated, and it is only in the light of Christmas that the 
Christian life makes any sense. It is between the fulfilled promise of Christ’s first coming and the  
yet-to-be-fulfilled promise of his second coming that Karl Barth penned these words: “Unfulfilled and 
fulfilled promise are related to each other, as are dawn and sunrise. Both promise and in fact the same 
promise. If anywhere at all, then it is precisely in the light of the coming of Christ that faith has become 
Advent faith, the expectation of future revelation. But faith knows for whom and for what it is waiting. It 
is fulfilled faith because it lays hold on the fulfilled promise.” The promise for Israel and the promise for 
the church is Jesus Christ; he has come, and he will come again. This is the essence of Advent. 
(By Justin Holcomb at https://www.christianity.com/christian-life/christmas/what-is-advent.html) 

A HEALTHY MOMENT: GRIEF 
Grief is a response to loss, particularly to the loss of someone or something. Although  

conventionally focused on the emotional response to loss, it also has physical, cognitive, 
behavioral, social, culture, and spiritual dimensions. Reminder: we have a Bereavement 
Ministry that deals with grief and Rev. Henderson can provide an opportunity for anyone 

who needs it to 'Talk about it'.  
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December 15, 2019  
“Jesus’ Name Is Above All Names!”  

Philippians 2:5-11 (CEB) 

Delivered by Pastor Donnie R. Garris 

************************* 
Points to Remember 
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http://www.amazon.com/christmashardcover/dp/b001d7daqa/?tag=justholc-20
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
Week of December 15, 2019 

 

“THE MANGER OF MY HEART”   
Prayer is a wonderful way to help cut away from distractions of the season and open your heart to  

prepare for the joy and hope of Christ's birth. Here is a prayer to use during the season to focus your 
heart and mind for the birth of Jesus Christ. 

     This Advent, Lord, come to the manger of my heart. Fill me with Your presence from the very start. 
As I prepare for the holidays and gifts to be given, Remind me of the gift You gave when You sent Your 
Son from Heaven. The first Christmas gift, it was the greatest gift ever. You came as a baby born in a 
manger. Wrapped like the gifts I find under my tree, Waiting to be opened, to reveal Your love to me.  
     Restore to me the wonder that came with Jesus' birth, When He left the riches of Heaven and 
wrapped Himself in rags of earth. Immanuel, God with us, Your presence came that night. And angels 
announced, "Into your darkness, God brings His Light." "Do not be afraid," they said, to shepherds in 
the field.  Speak to my heart today, Lord, and help me to yield. Make me like those shepherd boys,  
obedient to Your call. Setting distractions and worries aside, to You I surrender them all. 
     Surround me with Your presence, Lord, I long to hear Your voice. Clear my mind of countless  
concerns and all the holiday noise. Slow me down this Christmas, let me not be in a rush. In the midst 
of parties and planning, I want to feel Your hush. This Christmas, Jesus, come to the manger of my 
heart. Invade my soul like Bethlehem, bringing peace to every part. Dwell within and around me, as I 
unwrap Your presence each day. Keep me close to You, Lord. It's in Your wonderful Name I pray. 
Amen. 
~Renee Swope, from Proverbs 31 Ministries. https://www.christianity.com/christian-life/christmas/what-is-advent.html 

VISION SUNDAY:  The VISION IS STILL ALIVE!  Our goal continues to be to increase the number of  
participants giving to the Vision. If you have not begun to make a contribution, TODAY IS YOUR DAY!!  
If you are already  giving, “Thank You”, and our prayer is that you will be able to continue. If you know 
someone who is not yet committed to the Vision, please encourage them, (family members, friends, 
etc), to give. God has given this Vision to us through our Pastor, but God is also holding us responsible 
and accountable to do our part.  Think about it!!  Vision Growth Strategy Team 

H2K ACTIVITIES:  **In honor of Christmas this year, H2K will hold a youth talent show 
on Sun., Dec. 22. If your youth has a special talent or gift to share, please encourage them 
to participate. These talents may include, but are not limited to, singing, dancing, poetry, 
etc. If interested, please contact Robyn Acree. We need the parent’s contact information 
and the talent the youth will share. 

**H2K will be sponsoring an undergarments drive to support our neighbors at The Learning  
Collaborative. We will be collecting NEW boys and girls socks and undergarments in sizes 2T t 
hrough 5T. According to the school, there is an urgent need for sized 2T garments. Boxes will be in  
the fellowship hall for donations throughout November and December. We will be soliciting the help of 
our youth to sort items before delivering them to the school. Please join this effort to be a blessing to  
our neighbors!! 
OUTREACH OPPORTUNITY:  Billingsville School Needs – Marble Composition books, Ziploc bags (all 
sizes), Clorox wipes, tissues, individually wrapped snacks and hand sanitizer. 
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LET’S TALK ABOUT IT!  Sharing your concerns and issues with an empathetic listener is one of the ways 
you can reduce stress, renew your hope, increase your wisdom, and gain spiritual strength? Rev.  
Stephanie Henderson will provide pastoral and spiritual care by appointment only. Each meeting will be 30
–45 minutes and must be scheduled in advance. Call 704-332-4951 and leave your name and phone #.   
VILLAGE HEARTBEAT: a new Empowerment Challenge sponsored by the American Heart  
Association and Weigh Watchers, is a 12 week challenge to get ladies to lose Weight and eat healthier. 
The goal is to get 100 ladies per church to participate by signing up at Https://www.empowered 
toserve.org/en/empowered-and-well. The Challenge begins in January. More information to come.  
TRUSTEE MEETING: all trustees please plan to be in attendance for our meeting on Saturday, December 
21 at 9am. 

 

 
 

“Throughout the months of December and 
January, the Six    Thirty ShakeUp Ministry 
will be collecting professional clothes for both 
men and women to help Johnson C. Smith 
University with their Professional Clothes 
Closet. All shapes and sizes are needed. 
Preferably dry cleaned. A drop off bin will be 
placed in the Fellowship Hall. If you would 
like to help but do not have any clothes to  
contribute, a $10 donation will be welcomed 
for the purchase of additional items.”  

 
On December 16, the SixThirty ShakeUp ministry will 
partner with the Grier Heights Community Center as 
they host their annual toy and gift give away for the 
community. If you would like to help the SixThirty 
ShakeUp ministry distribute gifts between 6:00pm 
and 8:00pm, please see Angela Hunter to sign up.”  
 

 

 

Meeting after service today:  
Deacons Ministry  

in Room 6 

R.A.I.N. Team  
in the General Conference Room 

DECEMBER 2019 - JANUARY 2020 CHURCH EVENTS 
Sun. 22 H2K Christmas Talent Show  @ 9am 
Wed. 25 Have a peaceful and joyous Merry Christ-mas! 
Tues. 31 New Year's Watch Night Service 
Wed. Jan 1 Happy New Year! 
12/24-1/2 Church office closed for the Holiday 
Mon. 1/20  MLK Day (Church office closed) 
Tues. 1/28 Church Business Meeting @ 7pm 

http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=pr+31

